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Date 18 Sept 2016 

Time 12:00pm 

Venue SOE GSR 2.12 

Attendees Haja Reethwan, Low Kang Li, Kim Nakyung, Quek Qiao Hui 

Agenda 1. Explore Technologies 

 
Qiao Hui called the meeting to order at 12.05pm. 

EXPLORE TECHNOLOGIES 

The team explored on which deployment server to use. The team were looking at possible deployment servers 

such as DigitalOcean, EC2, AWS and Heroku. If the team chooses to use DigitalOcean or EC2, the team has to 

know how to set up a Linux server. According to the team’s research, DigitalOcean is a Virtual Private Server 

(VPS), which allows users to run and install any software in it, including databases. However, it requires the 

users to pay for its specifications depending on the ram, disk space and processing speed the team needs.  

On the other hand, Heroku has many add ons and users are allowed to add their databases in. The downside 

of Heroku is that if the team uses a free account, any visitor of the website who has been inactive for 30 

minutes would cause the next visitor of the website to wait approximately 10 seconds before he/she is able to 

use the website because Heroku would spin up the instance again. To keep the server active, a bot could be 

run to ping the server every 25 minutes.  

However, after trying out the multiple deployment servers, the team realised that most of the deployment 

servers required the user to key in their own credit card details, which some members did not have. In 

addition, the team felt more comfortable using Openshift as the default deployment server given the short 

timeframe to start the project.    

In addition, the team raised that more time is required to pick up C#/C++ in order to code in Visual Studios. 

After asking around other project teams currently working on their FYP projects this semester, the team 

received responses that a few of them were using the same project environments and deployment servers 

during the Software Engineering module. Therefore, the group would clarifying with the professor if it was 

acceptable to use the both Netbeans and Openshift as the project environment and deployment server 

respectively. 

The meeting adjourned at 4.25pm. These minutes will be circulated and adopted if there are no amendments 

reported in the next three days. 
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